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SERMON, NO. XX. 


Matt. xiii. 27.—Didst not thou sow good seed in thy field ? 
from whence then hath it tares ? 


The parable, of which these words form an important 
part, has received particular attention from all classes 
of Christians. Scarcely a person can be found, who 
professes a knowledge of divinity, if only in a very 
limited degree, but considers himself capable of ex- 
plaining and applying the parable of the tares and the 
wheat, because he supposes that its object and meaning 
must be too obvious, to admit the possibility of mistake, 
unless in cases, where people wish to be deceived. The 
construction which is almest universally given to this 
section of scripture, has always appeared exceptionable 
to some persons however, and they have endeavored to 
give it an interpretation more consistent with their own 
particular, religious views; but whether they have 
approached nearer to truth and fact, is a question, 
which ean be determined only by reference to the gene- 
ral design of the parables of the New Testament, and 
by the bearing they had upon known and acknowledged 
circumstanees. It has been generally thought that by 
the wheat, we are to understand good men, and by the 
tares wicked men. This interpretation is liable to diffi- 
culties, so obvious as hardly to need pointing out. It 
would seem to show, that the devil is the ereator of 
wicked men, because he is said to have sowed the tares. 
This interpretation has been met by another, which 
supposes that sinful habits and dispositions are repre- 
sented by the tares. This is certainly more rational 
than the preceding ; at least, it is not liable to the 


same difficulty; but yet I greatly doubt, if the con- 
if 
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struction falls in with the general design of the para- 
bles, and particularly whether it corresponds enough 
to the views that our Savior was exhibiting in the pas- 
Sages in connexion. Besides, we ought to avoid all 
interpretations of scriptures, whieh are made to favor a 
particular doctrine. Parables were probably never de- 
signed as direct proofs of any doctrine; but as modes 
of illustration of general facts and principles. They 
sometimes expose human prejudices, and lay open the 
sources of error, and this shows that their application 
must be general, as no church or individual is free from, 
at least, a liability to the influence of prejudice and 
error. We have seen, on former occasions, how pro- 
testants have erred in interpreting scripture in such a 
way as to fix the charge of falsehood and wickedness 
upon the church of Rome, and thus exempt themselves 
from her sins and plagues. It would be well to adopt 
general principles, in treating upon parables, as well as 
upon other parts of scripture. 

The discussion of this subject agreeably to the nature 
and order of the ideas, advanced in the text, will con- 
sist in pointing out, first, what we are to understand by 
the good seed, and our success in determining this 
point will enable us, secondly, to answer the question 
relative to the introduction of the tares. “Didst not 
thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then 
hath it tares ?” 

First. There is sufficient reason to lead us to con- 
clude that the parable, a part of which is before us for 
consideration, is a continuation of the parable of the 
sower, contained in the nine first verses of this chap- 
ter. In other words, that the parable of the tares and 
wheat is a representation of the same subject, in a dif- 
ferent view, and under new circumstances. From the 
explanation of the parable of the sower, as given by our 
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Lord himself, from the 18th to the 23d verse inclusive, 
we learn what obstacles genuine truth encounters in 
addressing the minds of men, who are not well prepared 
to receive it. With some, it is like “seed sown by 
the way-side,”? which the fowls of heaven did come 
and devour. “The word of the kingdom is heard,’ 
but not being understood, “the wieked one catcheth 
away that which was sown.” With others, the word 
was like seed sown in stony places. It was, indeed, 
“received with joy,” but the receiver having no root in 
himself, endureth but a while; “when tribulation or 
persecution ariseth because of the word, he is offended.” 
Others received the truth, “like seed among thorns.” 
This field was preoccupied. “The care of this world, 
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word,’ and 
such persons become unfruitful.’? But he that received 
seed into good ground, is he that heareth the word, and 
understandeth it, whe also beareth fruit, and bringeth 
forth, some au hundred fold, some sixty, some thirty.” 
This simple and natural discourse gives us to see, at 
once, what difficulties lie in the way toa candid and 
profitable reception of the gospel, even when it is preach- 
ed in its purity, without any admixture or adulteration 
from the enemy. But you will perceive at the same 
time, that the foregoing representation does net em- 
brace all the obstacles, nor probably the most serious 
obstacles to the progress of truth, which we know actu- 
ally exist. The land that bears briars and thorns may 
be subdued by active and successful culture; the plants 
which the proprietor has not planted may be eradicated. 
The soil may be prepared for the reception of good 
seed. But if, when this is sown, an enemy should im- 
prove the heur of darkness to scatter tares among the 
wheat, the evil will be of a more serious, because of a 
more durable character than the preceding. To de- 
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scribe this state of things, we alledge, was the intention 
of our Savior, and therefore he gave a new view of the 
parable of the sower, and as it were, turning the sub- 
ject round, led his auditors to examine it upon another 
side, while they were made to watch the progress of 
error, in the field of the human heart, till the period of 
harvest, when it shall be separated from truth, and be 
burned with unquenchable fire. These views, which 
were certainly prophetic, were highly useful and in- 
structive. That they are correet, the whole history of 
the Christian church proves, in the amplest and most 
satisfactory manner. And that we require to be inform- 
ed, not only of the natural obstacles within us, which 
oppose the reception of truth, but likewise to be told of 
the evils which may occur, after the truth has been 
received, seems to be dictated by our feelings, and by 
the interest we take in the success of the gospel. 

I have offered the preceding remarks, in order to 
show, that the application of the text which will be 
made is the most easy and natural, and freer from diffi- 
culties than any other, while it has the advantage of 
analogy, and preserves a close connexion with the pre- 
ceding and succeeding discourse of Jesus Christ. Our 
observations result in these conclusions, that by him 
who sowed the good seed, Christ meant himself ; that the 
field denotes the human heart; that our Lord intended 
to forewarn his followers, that errors and false doc- 
trines would be introduced into his church, while men 
were off their guard and unsuspicious of danger; and 
that these dectrines and errors, however similar they 
might appear to the word of truth, were still essentially 
different from it; and further, that it was well te suffer 
their growth to proceed till they came to maturity, 
when their contrast to truth would be more obvious, 
and the servants of the proprietor of the field extirpate 
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them with less danger of injury to the productions of 
the good seed. 


The general doctrine of the text, in its relation to 
the whole parable, being thus settled, let us carefully 
examine how far our present views of the subject coin- 
cide with fact. This method, better than any other, 
will justify or set aside the interpretation of any text. 
Fer when we have discovered a coincidence in all mate- 
rial points, between an interpretation and a series of 
facts, we scarcely need look for any other. Where 
the facts will account for the language that is used, 
there can be no sufficient reason for suspecting any 
incorrectness in application. We begin with the first 
and mest important point in the series. “He that sow- 
eth the good seed is the son of man.” “The sower 
soweth the word,” says St. Mark. These declarations 
are sufficiently clear and communicative. They evi- 
dently show that our Lord spoke of himself, or of the 
spirit which actuated him, as the grand agent in the 
promulgation of truth. I do not discover in either of 
the quotations above, the least allusion to men; on the 
eontrary, the allusion appears to be made to things. 
Nor would it seem at all consistent with analogy and 
with fact, in representing the kingdom of God, which 
is the gospel, in its progress in the world, to speak of 
man under the similitude of seed ; man is the field in 
which the seed is sowr, nor must the field and the seed 
be confounded or considered synonymous. We find 
that this method of speaking is pursued through the 
New Testament. Christ says, that he “eame into the 
world to bear testimony to the truth,” and hence he is 
emphatically styled “the faithful and true witness.” In 
connexion also with this idea, the spirit of God which 
actuated him, and which he promised to send to his 
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disciples, is called “the spirit of truth, that leadeth and 
guideth into all truth.” In the Old Testament, and 
particularly in the prophetic scriptures, we find the same 
language used to denote the success of the gospel,at least 
the same figure is employed, though in some cases under 
different circumstances. Thus David says, “there shall 
be a handful of corn upon the earth, on the top of the 
mountains, the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon ;”’ 
and again, “he that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing 
precious seed, shall doubtless return again rejoicing, 
and bringing his sheaves with him.” 

To “sew good seed in the field” implies then, not 
only the direct agency of Jesus Christ in promulgating 
his doctrine, but that this doctrine as it came from his 
lips was simple, pure, free from every corrupt admix- 
ture, and of a character which premised a great and 
copious harvest of the fruits of righteousness. If we 
grant that “the sower soweth the word,” and that only, 
and if we further allew, that “every seed produceth 
its own body,” we shall be prepared to conclude, that 
truth can never produce any thing contrary to itself. 
The fruit will be like the seed. If an objector were 
able to prove, that the doctrine of Christ, as he deliv- 
ered it, was self-inconsistent, we might and sheuld 
expect that it would produce its likeness, and every 
doctrinal idea which arose frem it, would be unrea- 
sonable, and false, because inconsistent. If it could be 
shown, that the doctrine of Christ, as it came from him, 
opposed right reason, and counteracted the great prin- 
ciples of nature, we should calculate, that it would 
lead to a course of conduct, which would evince its 
abettors to be madmen or fools. If the gospel depicted 
the Almighty as a vindictive, malignant being, seeking 
every pretext to render mankind unhappy here and 
wretched hereafter, we should not wonder, when we 
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saw the fruits come forth like the seed that produced 
them. Ina word, if the religion of Christ gives birth 
te contentions, strife and ill will, if it tends to render 
men passionate, quarrelsome and unsocial, whatever 
may be the weight of historical or external evidence 
in its favor, we will cheerfully surrender all pretensions 
to its trath. We will admit that the seed is corrupt, 
because we find its fruits corrupt. But we will say 
nothing about tares being sown by the side of the wheat. 
The truth would be, in this case, it was all tares, from 
seed time to harvest. I shall not occupy your time in 
proving that this is not the case. Such a measure 
would be useless. It is suflicient to say, that nota 
single instance can be adduced, where the word of 
grace and truth, when unadulterated, and left to its 
own genuine operations, has net produced its perfect 
resemblance, and when it has not been seen, that “the 
fruit of the spirit is in all, long suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, joy, and love.” 
Here we are at issue with every opponent ; and it will 
be expected that, before the fruit that we sometimes 
observe and which is acknowledged to be corrupt, is 
considered as produced by the word, the word itself shall 
be proved corrupt and false. 

But as the subject before us shows that tares have 
been sown in the field of the human mind, and have 
grown with, at least, as much rapidity as the true grain, 
it will be proper to inquire how this has happened. 
This inquiry belongs to the last article of the discourse, 
upon which we now enter. “Didst not thou sow good 
seed in thy field ? from whence then hath it tares ?*? 

In the exposition of this parable by our Savior, the 
sowing the tares is ascribed to the agency of the devil. 
“The tares,” he says, “are the children of the wicked 
ene; the enemy that sowed them is the devil.” Tam 
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sensible, that in attending to this point with the partic- 
ularity that it deserves, we shall be found to oppose a 
doctrine which has long been held in the Christian 
church, I mean the doctrine which asserts the existence 
and personality of an evil being, who is believed to be 
the original agent in all the falsehood and wickedness 
of the world. This opinion is derived from two sources ; 
from some highly figurative expressions in scripture, in 
which, agreeably to custem, and the genius of the lan- 
guage of those ages, a principle or power is personified ; 
and from the alleged impossibility of accounting for the 
origin or introduction of evil into the world without 
admitting the supernatural agency of some wicked and 
malignant being. To this may be added, that much 
dependence has been placed, in support of this theory, 
upon some very obscure texts of scripture, as that 
which speaks of “the angels which kept not their first 
estate, but left their own habitations,” and that which 
says, that “God spared not the angels that sinned, but 
cast them down tohell”” To these supposed arguments 
we reply, that no inference favorable to this scheme 
can be justly drawn from the use of words in a language 
which dealt so much in personification; that the texts 
which have been just quoted, are too obscure and too 
capable of a different meaning, to become the foundation 
of a theory, so strange and unnatural ; that those texts 
are most prebably allusions to certain Jewish traditions, 
which Jude and Peter improved to convey useful moral 
instructions to their Jewish readers,which indeed appears 
to have been the object in introducing them into their 
respective Epistles ; and lastly, that the supposition of 
an evil being, with personal identity, removes no diffi- 
culty respecting the origin of sin; the most that it does 
is, that it only places the difficulty at a greater dis- 
tance. It is, at least, as easy, to demonstrate how man 
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could sin without the agency of a spiritual, personal 
agent to tempt or influence him, as to show, how that 
acent, while a holy angel of light, and located where 
temptation can never come, could have sinned and 
fallen without the action of some agert upon him. We 
cannot lessen the difficulty in this way; we rather 
increase it. Thus it happens, that men will often en- 
deavor to account for some phenomena, not by plain, 
and simple and acknowledged principles, but in ways 
which are still more inexplicable than the things they 
are brought to explain. 

Emerging from this labyrinth, we will pursue our 
course where reason and fact conduct us, giving due 
weight to the Scriptures, in relation to the point t- 
hand, after such allowances as their figurative sense 
demands. We cheerfully admit that the sacred wri- 
ters personify the principle or power that acts upen the 
human mind, to produce falsehood and sin. But the 
scriptures in which these personifications are found, are 
to be explained in accordance with those in which 
principles are laid down, and facts stated, without any 
figure of speech, which denotes the agency of a personal 
being. St. James says, that “every man is tempted 
when he is drawn away of his own bust, and enticed ;” 
and again, “when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
sin.” From these statements, which are not obscure, 
and have no covering that hides their real sense, we 
learn what it is that produces mischief and disorder, 
error and false doctrine in the world. We discover 
the enemy that sows the tares in the field of the human 
heart. The cause is thrown within our reach; and the 
idea advanced, is brought down to our feelings and 
experience. If the above texts furnish a way for ac- 
counting for the rise and prevalence of falsehood and 
error, it must doubtless be the only way of accounting 
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for them, and in my view, a more satisfactory way than 
any other. 

Let us follow this clue to the object to which it evi- 
dently leads. Jesus Christ preached plain, simple and 
unadulterated truths, calculated to make men wiser and 
better. ‘These truths were at ftrst received in the love 
of them; but soon they became corrupted by being 
brought into connexion with errors. And how was this 
effected ? The religion of the gospel was humble, and 
taught its followers to be so. But ambition, that ever 
restless passion, incited tlie mind to reach after 

‘woridly honors, and heavenly glory, to the exclusion of 

“others, who might be as worthy as its possessor. Here 

a&he «devil sowed tares among the wheat. This lust 

Muduced a violent grasp after power; a mighty struggle 
tor the uppermost seats in the synagogues, for eminent 
stations in the church, to be called of men Rabi, to be 
clothed in holy lawn, and to wield a crosier or wear a 
triple crown. It aimed, in short, at a seat “in the tem- 
ple of God, where it might show itself, that it was God.” 
To aid tke unhallowed work, doctrines were framed, 
and pretended traditions disseminated, and incorpo- 
rated with the simple doctrines and practices of the 
first Christians, and thus the field, where the good seed 
had been sown, shortly presented a luxuriant growth of 
tares, assiduously cultivated by the hand of power, and 
watered from fountains of wealth, wrung from the earn- 
ings ef poverty, and often snatched from the meuth of 
famine. 

But this is not all. Men soon discovered that Chris- 
tianity, as it had been first preached, was not abstruse 
and metaphysical; and they desired a doctrine that 
possessed these characteristics in no small degree. 
Accordingly, we find that ambition was soon at work, in 
giving a mysterious air to religion, and clothing it with 
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an abstruseness which it was not formed to wear. No- 
thing pleases some persons so well as mystery. With 
them mr thing incomprehensible is necessarily sub- 
lime, and of consequence, true. Mystery becomes a 
doctrine’s passport to their minds. ‘To gratify this 
absurd passion, doctrines were framed, and hypotheses 

erected upon the most slender foundations, of which 
the gospel knew nothing. These were artfully incor- 
porated with Christianity, as tares are sown, and grow 
up with wheat. And they have been suffered to con- 
tinue till they are matured, as witnesses of the folly and 
wickedness of man, in setting up his religion and will- 
worship, by the threshold of the temple ef the living God. 

This exhibition of the mad play of the human pas- 
sions is necessarily brief and imperfect. “The one 
half has not yet been told you.” Of error it may be 
said, “its name is legion.”” Enough however has been 
advanced, to give you a specimen of the works of “the 
man of sin, who works in the children of disobedience.” 
And I have reason to believe, that we have discovered 
seme rational data, by which we can determine, in what 
way falsehood becomes associated with truth. This 
being the great object of this branch of the discourse, I 
shall omit further observations upen this tepic, and 
close with a few brief reflections. 

If it is true, as is asserted in the parable, that the 
tares were sown among the wheat, “while men slept,”’ 
that is, while in a state of false security ; it is not to 
be expected that men will discover the imposition till 
they awake. This, while it accounts for the long con- 
tinuance of error, should serve to keep us watchful and 
vigilant. The enemy is still active; and as we have 
found, that it exists within ourselves, we should *be 
stimulated to inquiry, and carefully “try the spirits 
whether they be of God,” and guard against every at- 
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tempt to lead us aside from the purity and “simplicity 
of Christ.” 

Who can sufficiently admire the wisdom, in educing 
good from so much apparent evil? ‘Tho tares are per- 
mitted te grow till the harvest, they will continue to 
the end “of the age,”’ to which their existence is limit- 
ed ; when men will discover their character, and awak- 
ing frem the sleep of ages, will gather them up and 
burn them. Their continuance will thus subserve a 
most benevolent purpose in the economy of heaven. 
The purification of the world from error and delusion 
will be aday of trial, of “weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth.” But “these things must needs be.” 
The subjects of error must be “saved so as by fire.” 
This work has commenced. It is proceeding with all 
needful rapidity, and God will perfect it in his own 
time. 

== 


From the Gospel Visitant. 


THE PRECIOUSNESS OF CHRISP.? 
Concluded from page 188. 


The immense revenues which have lavished an abun- 
dance of gold and silver into the coffers of churches, have 
pampered the pride and swelled the ambition of popes 
and prelates, supperted a pageantry which dazzled the 
eyes of an enslaved multitude, and lit the torch of bloody 
persecutions ; but have never purchased, nor can they 
purchase, the pure, peaceable, gentle, impartial wisdom 
of Ged. This is alone contained in that unspeakable 
gift which is made unto us wisdom. 

What can equal the folly of vain mortals, who scorn, 
despise, neglect and even reject this invaluable treasure? 

«Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewa out 
her seven pillars; she hath killed her beasts; she hath 
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wingled her wine ; she hath also furnished her table ; she 
hath sent forth her maidens ; she crieth upon the high- 
est places of the city, Whoso is simple, let him turn in 
hither; as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith 
to him, Come eat of my bread, and drink of the wine 
which Ihave mingled. Forsake the foolish and live ; 
and goin the way of understanding.” 

This is the invitation of wisdom; thus she urges us 
to partake of her “feast of fat things,’ made “unto all 
people.”” Here are “wine and milk, without money and 
without price.” Why do we “spend money for that 
which is not bread, and our labor for that which satisfieth 
not r?? 

Not only wisdom is Jesus made to us, but righteous- 
ness, sanctification, and redemption. “This is the name 
whereby he shall be called, Tue Lorp ovr Ricar- 
EousNEss.”” This is the “white stone” which absolves 
from all crime and guilt, and acquits its possessor at the 
tribunal of impartial justice. ‘This is that “righteous- 
ness of God,” of which the unbeliever being ignorant, 
goes about to establish a righteousness of his own, which, 
when completed, presents a “whited sepulchre, full 
of all uncleanness, and frequently stained with innecent 
blood.” 

Christ is that righteousness which is declared for the 
remission of sins ;by which righteousness, “the free 
gift came upon all men unto justification of life.” Com- 
pared with this righteousness, all ritual observances are 
but dross ; in view of which, St. Paul said, “But what 
things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 
Yea, doubtless, and I count al! things but loss for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things,—that I 
may win Christ, and be found in him, not having mine 
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 
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through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is 
of God by faith.”’ 

How precious did this Apostle view Christ to be to 
him! For this treasure, he was willing to part with 
every thing which the world esteems valuable. All his 
honorable connections were relinquished, and he became 
an associate of ignorant, illiterate fishermen, and gloried 
in the exchange. From worldly wealth and affluence, he 
sunk to penury and want, and endured hunger and na- 
kedness. From being caressed by the religious order to 
which he belonged, from enjoying the confidence of the 
high priest, he became an outcast, an object of indigna- 
tion to the Jewish hierarchy ; but Christ was his gain. 
He oftensuffered stripes and imprisonment, and encoun- 
tered perils by sea and land, but in all these he was 
more than a conqueror, through him who loved him. 

To the impure, the unholy, to the sinner, Christ is 
made sanctification. This is what the condition of the 
creature requires. ‘Without holiness no man can see 
the Lord.” “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived ; 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” Is 
this true? Can no such characters inherit the kingdom 
ef God? Shall the sinner then despair ? No, for Christ 
is made unto such sanctification, “And such were 
some of you: but ve are washed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God,” 

To this glorious end, Jesus “gave himself a ransom 
for all, to be testified in due time.”? ‘Thus saith the A- 
postle: “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
alse loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he 
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might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water 
by the word ; that he might present it to himself a glo- 
rious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such 
thing ; but that it should be holy, and without blemish.” 
Unto you that believe, how precious is this sanctifica- 
tion. Unto you who abhor defilement, who love holi- 
ness, how precious is Christ! “He that sanctifieth, and 
they who are sanctified, are all of one ; for which cause 
he is not ashamed to cal! them brethren ; saying, I will 
declare thy name unto my brethren; in the midst of 
the church will I sing praise unto thee.” 


Sanctification from sin brings the sanctified into spir- 
itual union and fellowship with Christ. “Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” His wis- 
dom directs them, his love constrains them, they are 
gentle, meek and lowly in his spirit ; they “are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the 
spirit of the Lord.” 


In a sinful state, men are frequently represented as 
captives, as bond-men inslavery. To men in this con- 
dition, no word could sound more grateful than the word 
redemption. Christ is made unto us redemption. Sy- 
nonymous with the word redemption, the scriptures make 
use of the words ransom, propitiation and atonement. 
How precious are the words of eternal life. “For all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God ; being 
justified freely by his grace, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus.”” “If any man sin, we have an advo- 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and 
he is the propitiation for our sins ; and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whele world.”? “We alse 
| joy in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
we have now received the atonement.”? “There is one 
Ged, and one mediator between God and men, the mar 
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Christ Jesus ; who gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time.” 

The ministry of the gospel, which is a ministration of 
righteousness and of reconciliation, gives the true sense 
of all those passages. “Who also hath made us able 
ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of 
the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.” 
“And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the minis- 
try of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in Christ, re- 
eonciling the world unto himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them : and hath committed unto us the word 
of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray 
you in Christ’s stead be ye reconciled to God. For he 
hath made hin to be sin for us, who knew no'sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 

The provisions made for the final redemption and e- 
maancipation of mankind from the bondage and misery 
ofa sinful state, are worthy of their divine author. They 
are planned in wisdom, they are executed in righteous- 
ness. Captives in a foreign land, in slavery and want, 
though their native land, their peaceful dwellings, their 
connections, and the thoughts of liberty, all conspire, 
with a thousand other considerations, to render redemp- 
tion welcome, yet their genuine patriotism would prefer 
chains io liberty, if it were at the expense of the honor 
and justice ef their country. Butin the case of the cap- 
tivity and bondage of mankind in sin, nothing can be 
more honorable than their redemption. Justice, right- 
eousness, truth and mercy, labor in this work with per- 
fect harmony and satisfaction. How precious is our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. How perfectly suitable to 
the great work of man’s redemption ! 


| 











Christian Repository. 209 


When one passes through a populous city, and sees, 
en some public day, thousands of children, “in flowery 
bands,” in the streets and public walks, he naturally 
casts in his mind that these are soon to assume the body 
politic, and to take upon themselves the weight of pub- 
lic and private concerns. What provision is there made 
for their education in science, morality and religion? 
This question presses itself with weight on his careful 
mind. He learns that the laws and the established cus- 
toms of the city have appropriated sufficient funds, ap- 
pointed competent masters, and instituted adequate regu- 
lations to effect this great and important work. How 
precious, how valuable must this system appear in the 
view of the humane stranger. The gospel of Jesus Christ 
is asystem contrived by infinite wisdom for the redemp- 
tion of human nature from a state of ignorance, moral 
darkness, pernicious errors, enmity against God, hatred, 
and every evil and sinful work. As the aathority, the 
science, and the art, necessary to deliver children from 
all their ignorance and childish follies, are in the master, 
so are the divine principles of wisdom, righteousness, 
sanctification and complete redemption, in our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. As children in their untaught 
years have the treasures of an education given them in 
their preceptor, so have sinners in their sinful state, re- 
demption in Jesus Christ. As the design and labor of 
the teacher are directed to bring his pupils to the full sta- 
ture of his own useful knowledge, so is the ministry of 
our Redeemer designed to deliver the world from sin, 
and to bring mankind to the fulness of his wisdom and 
righteousness. 

Man in his alienated, sinful state, is represented as be- 
inglost. “The Son of man came te seek and to save that 
which was lost.””. The wretched wanderer, whohas mis- 


sed his way, who has grovelled in darkness where there 
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was no path, or has followed treacherous meteors during 
a dismal, long and inclement night, suffered the 
wounds of fallacious, disappointed hope, and feels the 
mental anguish of despair, perceives a friendly hand 
reached even to him, and hears a gentle voice, saying, 
“this is the way, walk ye in it ;” while the light of day 
discovers a plain path to his desired dwelling. How 
precious, how highly esteemed, is this kind, this friend- 
ly guide. How welcome is the light which removes all 
obscurity. How pleasant is that plain path to the lost 
wanderer. All thisis Christ to lost men. He came 
into this world, where moral darkness reigned, where 
men grovelled in the night of sin, and knew not the way 
to the city of rest. He is the “way, the truth, and the 
life.’ “He that followeth me, shall not walk in dark- 
ness.” “This is the true light, that lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world.” “The people that walked 
in darkness have seen a great light; they that dwell in 
the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the 
light shined.” 

Of all the precious discoveries made by the light of 
the gospel, none claim a higher consideration than “life 
and immortality.” The precious Redeemer, by his re- 
surrection from the dead, has made a glorious display of 
the truth and divine reality of a future state, and has 
thereby conducted the anchor of hope into that within the 
vail, where he hath for us entered. “O death, where is 
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of 
death is sin, the strength of sin is the law ; but thanks be 
to God, who giveth us the victory, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”? The shortness of life here on earth, to- 
gether with the imperfect enjoyments and severe trials 
which are allotted to us during this pilgrimage, naturally 
suggest the inquiry, whether a God of infinite wisdom, 
power and goodness, have nothing beyond these perish- 
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able things to bestow on his rational offspring. A risen 


‘Savior gives the answer, the joyous answer; “As in 


Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 
This precious ticut, which hath shined into darkness, 
removes the gloom of death, radiates the night of the 
tomb, and gives us the society of those who have gone 
before us to the mansions of rest. 

Altho Christ is so divinely precious, his gospel so 
boundlessly rich and glorious, it is so esteemed only by 
those who believe. “Unto you, therefore, which believe, 
he is precious.”” By the rulers, by the priests, by the 
pharisees, by the scribes and by the sadducees, this pre- 
ciouS CORNER sTONE was set at nought, and likewise 
by Pilate and his men of war. Such is the nature and 
power of unbelief. It arms the wretched sinner against 
the God of mercy, against a compassionate Redeemer, 
against his own best and everlasting interest. In him, 
to whom angels delighted to minister, those falsely reli- 
gious Jews could see “no form nor cemeliness, that they 
should desire him.”” They gave no heed to his message 
of love, his good advice they rejected, and his reproofs, 
and his admonitions, yea his warnings, they despised. 
His miracles of mercy, the evidences of his divine mis- 
sion, they ascribed to an evil power ; his condescension 
to, and forgiving of sinners, they urged as evidences 
against him. So blind was their unbelief, and so hard 
were their hearts, such were their envious ranklings 
against this most precious Savior, that with a barbarity 
peculiar to religious madness, they became his mur- 
derers. 

This deadly enmity was a long time practised against 
the harmless, but faithful disciples and apostles of Jesus; 
which on one hand set forth a most horrible example of 
the enmity and sinfulness of unbelief, and gave on the 
other, an opportunity for the religion of the Savior te 
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display an excellency, which, while the world stands, 
will remain,a monument in proof of its divine origin.Here 
the blessed Redeemer and his doctrine appear in divine 
loveliness. This is that “plant of renown,” which, the 
more it is abused, beaten and trampled on, the more 
does it send avroad its spicy fragrance and healing 
balsams. 

That religious bigotry, that impious superstition, 
which circumscribes the goodness of God, and confines 
his favor to a particular sect, and hurls its anathemas 
against the world at large, and all the generations of 
men from the beginning to the end of time, is the quin- 
tessence of that unbelief and hardness of heart, which 
rejected the “precious corner stone,” which God laid in 
Zion. 

Look, O my soul, look and weep! What does unbe- 
lief refuse ? At what does it aim its deadly weapons ? 
Against what does it systematicaliy labor, and employ 
all its abilities, its boasted learning, its wisdom, its wit, 
its unhallowed zeal, and all its hay, wood and stubble? 
Against this precious corner stone. “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” “Had they 
known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory.” 

Saith the apostle Paul, “We preach Christ crucified, 
to the Jews a stumbling block, and to the Greeks fool- 
ishness ; bnt unte them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ, the power of God, and the wisdom of 
Ged.” Faith has eyes to see a beauty in that gentle, 
meek, humble, impartial wisdom, love and power of 
God, which as far outshines the most splendid displays 
of the wisdom of this world, as the sun at noon out- 
shines a feeble taper. It has ears to hear the joyful 
news, the gladdening tidings of “great joy which shall 
be unto all people,” and that transporting song of 














Christian Repository. 213 


angels, “Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, 
and good will to men.” It has a heart to trust the 
promises, to love the precepts, and to revere the kind 
reproofs of Christ. But unbelief is blind; it puts 
“darkness for light, and light for darkness, sweet for 
bitter, and bitter for sweet.”? It looks on the wisdom 
of God, and calls it foolishness; it examines the doc- 
trine of divine mercy and forgiveness, and pronounces 
it unjust. Its wisdom is the wisdom of this world, 
which cometh to naught, its leve the love of the world, 
which worketh death, and its zeal is the spirit of perse- 
cution. But the preciousness of Christ commends 
itself in its kindness, its gentleness and compassion 
towards the unbeliever who persecutes him. “Shall 
the unbelief of man make the faith of God without 
effeet? God forbid.”? Because Joseph was treated 
unkindly, and persecuted by his brethren, shall he not 
show them mercy when he sees them at his feet? Shall 
lovely meekness and mercy, after having endured a 
world of affliction, and stemmed a torrent of bloody 
persecution, lose at last this most precious character? 
Shall the precious Savior endure the eross and suffer 
shame for man’s redemption, and at last become his 
enemy? 

“They that are whole need not a physician, but they 
that are sick.”” Jesus treats the sinner as his patient ; 
and though he receives evil at his hand, he pursues the 
prescriptions of wisdom and goodness, he overcomes 
evil with good. And though the disorder may be stub- 
born and malignant, the more honor and gratitude will 
be due to him who “healeth the broken in heart, and 
bindeth up their wounds.” 

Though it would be difficult to say in what particular 
view our blessed Redeemer appears most precious, 


perhaps there is none more profitable to the believer, 
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than that which holds him up as a pattern for imitation. 

Should we examine the whole life of Christ, and no- 
tice every particular recorded of him, there would ap- 
pear no shade, no spotin his character. In this respect, 
as well as in other respects, he was “the only begotten 
Son” of God. He directed his disciples to love their 
enemies, to pray for them who despitefully used them 
and persecuted them, that they might be the children of 
their Father in heaven, by thus imitating his goodness. 
But none have so perfectly acted up to the perfection of 
divine goodness, as did Jesus. He was therefore, in 
this respect, “the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth.”? Alli his abilities were employed in 
constant services for the good of mankind. He never 
sought for the honors of this world, but meekly and 
modestly refused them; nor had riches any charms 
which could for a moment cause him to wander from his 
duty. The costly pageantry of worldly pomp came 
not within the circle of his desires. His meat and drink 
was to do the will of him that sent him, and to finish 
his work. Especially is the conduct of Christ towards 
his enemies a precious example ; and St. Peter does not 
forget to urge it. “This is thank-worthy, if a man for 
conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrong- 
fully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for 
your faults, ye shall take it patiently ? but if, when ye 
do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is 
acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye call- 
ed; because Christ also suffered for us, Jeaving us an 
example, that ye should follow his steps; who did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: who, when he 
was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he 
threatened not; but committed himself to him that 
judgeth righteously.” 

As Jesus refused every worldly pleasare which would 
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in the least stand in the way of a life of holiness, so he 
taught his disciples what sacrifices they must make. 
“He that loveth father or mother more than me, is not 
worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daughter more 
than me, is net worthy of me: and he that taketh not 
his cross and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 
He that findeth his life shal! lose it; and he that loseth 
his life for my sake shall find it.” Itis not unfreqnent- 
ly the case, that believers in the precious Savior, even 
in this day, find their dearest connections superstitious- 
ly opposed to the spirit of Christ, and are under tke ne- 
cessity of denying, in some measure, the will of one or 
the other. Itbecomes believers, in such circumstances, 
to act with great wisdom and firmness. Wisdom will 
point out the path of prudence, and firmness will keep 
“a conscience void of offence toward God.” It should 
be remembered, that the gospe! was first set up in the 
world by a love of truth, which was stronger than death, 
which supported its advocates under trials of the most 
severe kind. If our Savior had reasoned as too many 
now do, and concluded, that as the opposition was so 
great, the time had not come for his doctrine te be 
promulgated, he might have lived and died in all the 
peace that ‘‘the world giveth.” If, after the Redeemer 
had finished the work allotted him on earth, his disciples 
had adopted such reasoning, then would all offence have 
ceased, and the world would have remained in darkness 
until now. 

Reader, may God bless the foregoingremarks, in a 
way to promote the love of Christ and his doctrine in 
the hearts of his redeemed, 
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ALBANY TRACT.-—PART II. 


Let us for a moment look at the account of the 
deluge. Infidels, Universalists and Philosophers, all 
agree that there has been adeluge. Discoveries are 
made daily, in the natural world, sufficient to convince 
a sceptic or infidel of this fact, even if he had never 
seen a Bible. And we are told, in this beok, which is 
the only history we have of the ‘world before the flood, 
that when men began to multiply, God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of his heart was only evil continually : 
and God said, “IL will destroy man, whom [ have creat- 
ed, fram the face of the earth.” But they did not 
believe Fim! Don’t you think they were Universalists ? 
—Noah believed what God said, and being a just man 
that walked with God, he found grace in the eyes of the 
Lord. And he prepared an ark, by divine command, 
to save himself and family—typical of that Ark to 
which Christians flee for safety. But the world around 
Jooked at him as a poor deluded man, just as they now 
look at Christians. Don’t you think they were all 
Universa/ists 2—Noah was a hundred and twenty years 
in building the ark; yet he never doubted the faith- 
fulness of God, although he delayed so long. He was 
a preacher of righteousness ; and during all this time, 
while the long suffering of God waited, he was preach- 
ing and warning sinners, just as Christians do now of 
the coming judgement. But they were all Universal- 
ists, and did not believe that God would accomplish 
what he had promised !! And God looked and behold 
the earth was corrupt, and he said to Noah, the end of 
all flesh is come before me, and [| will destroy them 
with the earth. But Noah and his little company of 
believers entered into the ark. The rest were all 
Universalists, and doubtless stood and laughed at 
their folly. And all the fountains of the great deep 
were broken up—the windows of heaven were opened, 
and there came a mighty flood and wafted them all 


righé up to heaven!/ But Noah and his family, poor 
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unfortunate souls, were shut up in the ark with wolves 
and tigers. If he had only been as wicked as the rest, 
he might have gone to heaven with them. But because 
he was righteous, and walked with God, he was doom- 
ed to live three hundred and fifty years after, in this 
worl of sorrow and woe. In the charity of Universalists 
he was probably saved, at last: but Christians have no 
idea that he was saved, without faith and repentance. 
Do you believe, dear reader, that there were ever 
such places as Sodom and Gomorrah? The Bible tells 
us there were; and reference is frequently made by 
our Savior and his apostles to their destruction. Jo- 
sephus believed it, and relates several things that he 
had seen himself; and travellers of later times tell 
many extraordinary circumstances in confirmation of 
the account given in the Bible. The cities of the plain, 
which is now covered with the water of the dead or 
salt sea, had become exceedingly wicked, so that there 
could not be found ten righteous in the place: and 
God sent his angels to destroy them. But when they 
revealed their errand to Lot, and he to the people, they 
did not believe him. Don’t you think they were Uni- 
versalists ?—And when Lot urged the danger with 
anxious solicitude, just as Christians do now, he seemed 
as one that mocketh, just as Christians do now ; and it 
was because they were all Universalists, and did not 
believe that God would destroy the place. But the 
judgements of God are sure, though his mercy endureth 
forever. And the Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven !! 
And they all ascended to heaven ina chariot of fire 
and brimstone !!—But poor Lot was obfged to flee to 
the little city for his life. If his righteous soul had 
only been vexed into all the abominations of the place, 
he might have gone to heaven with the rest. But, poor 
man, because he was the only righteous one to be 
found in the cities of the plain, he was doomed to be 
shut out of heaven, for some time at least- I wish you 
would think of these things, friend, and may God help 
you to believe the TRUTH. 
19 
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REMARKS. 

The preceding piece composes the second part of a 
tract, numbered 55, and printed for what is called, “The 
Albany Religious Tract Society.”’ The method by which 
the writer undertakes to pun upon the Universalists, 
well comports with a cause that affords no better wea- 








pons of defence. Ifa fearful soul is to be found that ; 

can be laughed out of his senses, or be made to shrink | 
i at the obloquy of the bigoted enthusiast, that soul is | 
‘3 made the objeet of pursuit, and, if possible, the prey of | 
i" i the foulest depredations. But we plainly see,in efforts | 
iH like the above, the dying agonies of a sinking cause. ; 
‘\ i Every breath, in succession, appears to grow shorter | 
Ht and shorter, and every hissing sigh does, but in its own 
sk | proportion, exhaust the expiring maniac. : 
te The first part of this tract is entitled, Anti-Univer- 

A | salists, in which we find a few scripture denunciations 


ae accompanied with the writer’s own commentary upon 
eiked . " ' 
ihe them. We pass over the consideration of them, at 

this time, partly because we find little, or nothing new 

: in them, and partly because the little book, being some- | ) 
what damaged, does not afford us the whole of them. ty 
; In the question so often repeated, “Don’t you think 
ee they were Universalists ?”’ we find nothing that is truly 





i applicable to our faithful brethren. But the analogy 
ae which they suppose, lies, undoubtedly in this, that 
ii: as the people before the flood did not believe the 
* preaching of Noah, and as the wicked Sodomites oppos- 
fy ed and vexed Lot, so the Universalists are equally 
a ' guilty for not believing them, and for net adhering to 
all their customs and formalities. Those who have 
) ‘ i the self-importance to assume the title of orthodoxy, 


generally consider it as unpardonable to depart from 
i] their faith and prescribed rules, as to violate the im- 

| mediate dictates of divine inspiration. They account 
themselves the sole arbiters of divine truth, and for 
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this reason they tell the world, that their sentiments 
are orthodox. 

If our opponents wili allow us to pursue the subject 
they have begun for us, we think we can propose them 
those who come vastly nearer being Universalists than 
those which they have been pleased to offer us. God 
told Abraham that in himand in his seed all the nations 
of the earth should be blessed, and Abraham believed it. 
Don’t you think Abraham was a Universalist? Yes; 
for he believed the promise of a universal blessing. 
We read that Abraham believed God, and his faith was 
imputed to him for righteousness. Don’t you think 
then that the faith of a Universalist may be imputed to 
him righteousness? We answer; not by the self- 
styled orthodox ; but by the declaration of the living 
God. 

The promise that was made to Abraham, was renew- 
ed to Isaac and Jacob, and they believed it. Don’t you 
think they were Universalists? Surely we know not 
how they could be otherwise and believe in so extensive 
a promise. But not to enlarge on this head, we 
proceed to ask a few questions concerning some, that 
we conclude were not Universalists. John Calvin, the 
notable Reformer, procured the death of Michael 
Servetus, by a slow fire. Do you think John Calvin 
was a Universalist? The venerable and pious John 
Rogers would do nothing, when requested, to alleviate 
the miserable death of Ann Bocher, but said that burn- 
ing was easy death enough for her; yet the pious man 
was never called a Universalist. He was afterwards 
called to suffer the same fate himself; but neither 
Queen Mary, nor her court, who sentenced John Rogers 
to this punishment, was ever reckoned in the black list 
of Universalists. 

In this country our pious fathers hung a few Quakers, 
banished a number of Baptists, and were active in a 
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variety of enormous cruelties ; but we never heard that 
they were Universalists. 

We forbear to pursue this train of Anti-Universalists, 
for we confess the task is an unpleasant one. But 
when our opponents put these things in our mouths, 
we can but speak them. And all we wish, at this time, 
is to show them that such sarcastic modes of attack, are 


not only defensible, but capable of being turned upon 
them much to their expense. 


-— ——___ _] 


A SECOND REPLY TO BR. BROOKS. 


Br. Brooks says, “I deny future punishment on the 
ground that man exists only in two states, natural and 
spiritual, or earthy and heavenly.” This is evidently the 
ground on which he begun the argument. Man cannot 
be punished in a future state, because that state is spiri- 
tual and heavenly. He cannot possess any thing in this 
state that can survive the body, because he is earthly, 
and is pronounced by the Almighty to be dust. Such 
is the ground of my opponent’s argument, for which he 
seems strenuously to contend. 

He further says, he is constrained to consider a living 
soul to be dust, and only dust, in the sense the Lord 
God pronounced him such, until “it should be proved 
the Lord God was under a mistake in making the de- 
claration.”? In reply I would observe, I shall not un- 
dertake to prove any mistake in the above mentioned 
portion of sacred writ, nor need I; but I clearly see a 
mistake in the understanding of my opponent. I have 
endeavored to point out that it did not necessarily fol- 
low, because man was pronounced to be dust, that he 
was wholly or literally so, and my argument he has not 
attempted to meddle with. It can avail him little, tho 
he should throw a thousand obstacles in my way, if he 
is found unable to remove those that are clearly oppo sed 
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to his system. The utmost that can possibly be effect- 
ed in this way, will be to destroy, and not to build. 

I am willing to acknowledge that it does not by “any 
means prove in contradiction to the declaration of the 
Lord God, that Adam was spirit because he had spirit 
in him ;” but it proves he was not wholly and literally 
dust, which is all that is contended for. But in face of 
all the plain testimony that is before us, Br. Brooks con- 
tends, from the expression, “dust thou art,’ that man is 
nothing but dust. “Therefore,” says he, “your asser- 
tion, that ‘if Br. Brooks can prove that the Lord God 
breathed into the nostrils of the man nothing but dust, 
he has the argument, otherwise he has failed in obtain- 
ing his object,’ is founded in error. It is not the ques- 
tion what the Lord God breathed into the man. The 
question is, what was man after receiving what the Lord 
God breathed into him ? The Lord God himself answers 
the question, and says he was dust.” 1 will once ask 
Br. Brooks, if the Lord God breathed into the man some- 
thing besides dust, whether there would not be some- 
thing besides dust in the man; unless that something 
was changed or taken from him? If he is disposed to 
throw away his reason for the sake of maintaining a fa- 
vorite system, and supporting the literal meaning of the 
passage under consideration, we presume no man will 
ever envy him the fruits of his labor, The connexion 
easily points out what was meant by the passage, as I 
have shown in my last. In Isa. xli. 14, God says, “Fear 
not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel ; I will help 
thee, saith the Lord, aud thy Redeemer, the Holy One 
of Israel.2? Will Br. Brooks contend that Jacob was 
literally a worm, because the Lord said it, or will he 
use his senses, and conclude it is a figure of speech ? 
When he will show me that such expressions are not 
figurative, and when he will satisfactorily show that 


man, having something breathed inte him which is not 
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dust, still remains to be wholly dust, I shall be inclined 
to think he has made progress in the argument. 

Br. Brooks seems, after all, to acknowledge there is 
4 spirit in man, which is something distinct from the 
body, notwithstanding he would maintain that man is 
nothing but dust. Altho this spirit returns to God who 
gave it, he has no idea that it can have an individual 
existence after the dissolution of the body. He says he 
will take nothing for granted on this subject, even if it 
obliges him to give up his hope of individual existence. 
He is extremely wary of the dogmas of ignorance, super- 
stition and bigotry. We often find that men in avoid- 
ing one extreme, frequently run into another. What 
more can it injure a man to believe some things that are 
not true, than to disbelieve some important things that 
are true? Altho we account superstition an evil, I verily 
think it is not the worst of evils. It is much preferable 
to scepticism. 

{t is not my present object to show that the soul or 
spirit of man possesses an immediate individual 
existence, on leaving the body, nor do I think this 
necessary to the point in debate. My present object is 
to show that my opponent has not invalidated my 
former arguments on future punishment. 

On the idea of the two states of man, the earthy and 
the heavenly, so much insisted upon by my brother, as 
the strong greund of his religious theory, we may 
observe, that tho we have nota full knowledge of the 
heavenly, we have an opportunity to know something 
of the earthy. If men in this state of existence were 
wholly wicked or miserable, it would seem to afford a 
plausible argument, that the future, as an opposite, would 
be altogether righteous and happy. But men in this 
earthy state are in different conditions, and sustain dif- 
ferent characters. They are what is called the righte 
eous and the wicked, the regenerate and the unregen- 
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erate, the happy and the miserable. Tho men are never 
wholly in the one nor the other of these conditions ; yet 


comparatively, are all, in some one of them. If, then, 


in the present earthy state of existence, men may be, 
and are, in different conditions, as we are certain is 
true, it will not follow that the future state, as a direct 
opposite, will be entirely free from misery. There 
being two states for men to occupy, does not argue of 
necessity, that there is but one condition for them in 
each of those states. I will here say, as Br. Brooks did 
on another idea, “I will take nothing for granted on this 
subject.” 

On the subject of the Jewish faith in a future state, 
I will here quote, for the sake of my readers in general, 
from Buck’s Theological Dictionary, what I barely re- 
ferred to in my last. Under the word Pharisee, the 
reader will find the following. ‘The Pharisees, contra- 
ry to the opinion of the Sadducces, held a resurrection 
from the dead, and the existence of angels and spirits, 
Acts xxiil. 8. But, according to Josephus, this resur- 
rection of theirs was no more than a Pythagorean resur- 
rection, that is of the soul only, by its transmigration 
into another body, and being born anew with it. From 
this resurrection they exclude all who were notoriously 
wicked, being of opinion that the souls of such persons 
were transmitted into a state of everlasting woe. As to 
lesser crimes, they held, they were punished in the 
bodies which the souls of those who committed were 
next sent into. 

“Josephus, however, either mistook the faith of his 
countrymen, or which is more probable, wilfully misrep- 
resented it, to render their opinions more respected by 
the Roman philosophers, whom he appears to have, on 
every occasion, been desirous to please. The Pharisees 
had many Pagan notions respecting the sou! ; but Bishop 
Bull in his Harmonica #postolica, has clearly proved 
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that they held a resurrection of the body, and that they 


supposed a certain bone to remain uncorrupted, to fur- 
nish the matter of which the resurrection body was to be 
feurmed. They did not, however, believe that all man- 
kind were to be raised from the dead. A resurrection 
was the privilege of the children of Abraham alone, who 
were all to rise on the mount Zion ; their uncorruptible 
bone, wherever they might be buried, being carried to 
that mountain below the surface of the earth.” 

Under the word Jew, we find the 13th article of their 
faith, “That there will be a resurrection of the dead 
when God shali think fit.” Again our author says, “They 
believe that the souls of the wicked are tormented in hell 
with fire and other punishments; that some are condemn- 
ed to be punished forever, while others continue only 
for a limited time; and this they call purgatory, which 
is not different from hell in respect of the place, but of 
the duration. They suppose no Jew, unless guilty of 
heresy or certain crimes, specified by the Rabbins, shall 
continue in purgatory above a twelve month ; and that 
there are but few who suffer endless punishment.” 

The following from Jahn’s Archaeology, section 318, 
on the sentiments of the ancient Pharisees, I think does. 
not fully correspond with the sentiments of Br. Brooks, 
“They taught that the souls of men were immortal, and 
dwelt, after the present life, in some subterranean abode, 
(sheoal.) They further taught, that the spirits of the 
wicked were tormented with everlasting punishments, 
and that they at times made their re-appearance upon 
the earth, to vex men with epilepsy, mental derange- 
ment, madness and melancholy ; that the good, on the 
other hand, received rewards, and at length passed into 
other human bodies.” 

To Farmer on Demoniacs, I have at this time, no 
access. If he has fully proved what Br. Brooks says 


he has, be has done what no author in my possession, 
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to my knowledge, has performed. When we see those 
proofs brought forward, we may each one of us be able 
to judge for ourselves on the subject. 

In Br. Brooks’ “brief statement” of his “general sen- 
timents,” 1 yet see little but obscurity. 1 am not pre- 
pared to write against a subject, till I know something 
more of its features, than | am able yet to gather from 
the description my brother has given of his “general sen- 
timents.” Should he be disposed to write any thing 
further on this subject, direct answers to the following 
questions would be acceptable. Is Christ formed in 
any man, according to your views, during this natural 
life? Is he so formed in all men, in this natural life ? 
When “the parts and principles” of which man is com- 
posed are re-united after their “state of dissolution,” is 
he an inhabitant of this earth, an associate in the pre- 
sent state of human society, or is this a resurrection to 
future endless life in another state of society, called 
heaven, and not earth ? 

When [ first read my brother’s last communication, 
and came to the place where he said he was “constrain- 
ed to consider the notion of future punishment, except 
in this world, an idle dream,” unless it could be proved 
there might “be punishment in the building of God, the 
house not made with bands, eternal in the heavens,” I 
thought it would do better for declamation than for ar- 
gument. How does he know that I have not some other 
ground than that which he has prescribed me? But 
aside from this question, however idle the idea of pun- 
ishment beyond this life may be to him, it is enough for 
me that [ am serious in the thing. It is no idle dream 
to me. Nor does my conscience reprove me that it is 
the effect of idleness that the Bible does not read to me 
as it does to some of my brethren. 

1 thought again in reading another place where my 
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slave to tradition, and the dogmas of ignorance, super- 
stition and bigotry, long enough,” that he had almost 
got out of patience with bis brother, or else he meant 
to frighten him. Perhaps neither of these thoughts 
were true. I am sure] cannot determine. But why 
were those words thrown in where they were, unless 
they were designed to be applicable to the sentiments 
which [ am endeavoring to maintain ? Of what good use 
can they be in a sober dispute between two minister- 
ing brethren ? I wish by no means to give offence, but 
I verily think my brother has assumed too much in 
these expressions, for a deliberate, sober, and religious 
controversy. SAMUEL C. LOVELAND. 


From the Christian Register. 
PERSECUTION. 

The Hopkinton Association of ministers in New- 
Hampshire have expelled the Rev. Thomas Worcester, 
of Salisbury, from their body, on the charge of heresy. 
They bring no charge against his ministerial or moral 
character. Their great ground of complaint is, that he 
has doubts respecting the doctrine of the trinity. The 
proper name for such conduct is persecution. They 
have done all they could to injure the influence and 
the good name of a man whom they once honored and 
loved, and whose only crime is an honest and consci- 
entious rejection of the doctrine of the trinity. 

Is it uncharitable to believe that if these men had 
the power, they would go still further than this P— 
When men go so much without their sphere, as to at- 
tempt to sit in judgement on other men’s consciences, 
there is no knowing where they will stop. They burn 
with unhallowed zeal for what, in their pride, they have 
taken on themselves to call orthodoxy ; and invoke the 
fires of heaven on the guilty head of the man who has 
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the audacity to follow even his own honest convictions 
in opposition to their creed; not reflecting that each 
individual of them is as much an heretic to their neigh- 
bor as their neighbor is to them, and that he is as con- 
scientiously, and with as much right, opposed to their 
principles, as they are to his. 

When will they cease to pretend that their interfe- 
rence with the consciences of others, is with them a 
business of conscience? 


= 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE NORTHERN ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVEKSALISTS. 


The members of the Northern Association of Universalists 
convened according to appointment, at the Academy at 
Whitehall, N. Y. on Tuesday evening, October 5th, 1824, 
and, after uniting in devout prayer with Br. Samuel Hilliard, 
organized the Council by choosing 

Br. John E. Palmer, Woderator, 
Br. Kittredge Haven, Clerk, and 
Br. B. Kinsman, Assistant Clerk. 

Appointed Brs. Hilliard, Loveland, and Kinsman, a Com- 
mittee to receive requests for letters of Fellowship or Ordina- 
tion, and report thereon. 

Read the credentials of the delegates, and the letters 
from the several Societies in connexion with this Association, 
and found them expressive of good tidings. 

Made arrangements for public Services, on the morrow. 

Adjourned till Wednesday morning, 8 o’clock. Prayer 
by Br. Dolphus Skinner. 

Wednesday morning.—Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer by Br. Benoni Grant. 

Attended to the report of the brethren, who were appointed 
to represent the different Societies belonging to this Associa- 
tion, and who gave us pleasing and encouraging statements 
of their growing condition and prosperity. 

Voted to receive the Universalist Societies in Bolton, 
N.Y. Danville, Vt. and Rochester, Vt. into fellowship. 

Public Service, Wednesiiay morning. 

Introductory Prager, Br. Hilliard, 

Sermon, Br. Haven, from Ps.| 21. These things hast thou 
done and I kept silence ; thou thoughtest that I was altogether 
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such an one as thyself: but I will reprove thee and set them in 
order before thine eyes. 
Concluding Prayer, Br. Browning. 


AFTERNOON SERVICE. 


Introductory Prayer, Br. Loveland. 

Sermon, Br. Palmer, from Phil. i. 27. Only ket your 
conversation be as becometh the gospel of Christ. 

Concluding Prayer, Br. Marsh. 

EVENING SERVICE, 

Introductory Prayer, Br. Priest. 

Sermon, Br. Marsh, from Ps. cxvi.7. Return unto th 
vest, O my soul ; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. 

Concluding Prayer, Br. Skinner. 

Attended to the report of the Committee from the General 
Convention, and found it expressive of general peace and 
harmony. 

After making arrangements for the public exercises of 
the morrow, adjourned till 8 o’clock, Thursday morning. 

Prayer by Br. Asa Priest. 

Thursday morning.—-Met according to adjournment. 
Prayer by Br. Hilliard. 

Appointed Visiters of the ministering brethren, to the 
several Societies in this Association. 

Br. James Babbit having presented a request for a regular 
dismission from the Northern Association, the Council voted 
that Brs. Loveland, Hilliard and Clapp, be a committee of 
inquiry to wait on Br. Babbit, and report the result of their 
labor. 

The Committee on Ordination and Letters of Fellowship, 
reported in favor of ordaining Br. Stephen Cook, and of 
granting Letters of Fellowship to Brs. Benoni Grant and 
Thomas Browning. 

Voted to aecept the report. 

Appointed Br. Loveland to publish the Proceedings of this 
Association, accompanied with a circular letter. 

Public Exercises, Thursday morning. 

Introductory Prayer, Br. Kinsman. 

Sermon, Br. Skinner, from 1 Cor. iii. 19. For the wisdom 
of this world is foolishness with God; for tt is written, He 
taketh the wise in their own craftimess, 

Concluding Prayer, Br. Haven. 

AFTERNOON EXERCISES. 

Introductory Prayer, Br. Cook. 

Sermon, Br. Loveland, from John x. 16. And other sheep 
I have, which are not of this fold: them alsol must bring, 
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and they shall hear my voice ; and there shall be one fold and 
one shepherd. 

Ordaining Prayer, Br. Hilliard. 

Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge, Br. Loveland. 

Right hand of Fellowship, Br. Skinner. 

Concluding Prayer, Br. Babbit. 

The Committee, chosen to confer with Br. Babbit, having 
attended to the business assigned them, report, that Br. 
Babbit frankly stated that he had made this request in con- 
sequence of evil reports, concerning his character, embrac- 
ing the general charge of intemperance in the use of ardent 
spirits; and that these reports were industriously circulated, 
not among his enemies only, but among his friends, and very 
much to his damage. Whereupon the Committee, having ex- 
amined into the grounds of these reports, so far as information 
could be obtained at this time, are fully satisfied that they 
are not founded in truth. Many of them have been satis- 
factorily traced to their origin, and have been found to be 
false. This information the Committee have from brethren, 
who have been his neighbors and townsmen, during his last 
residence in Vermont. They feel to commiserate Br. Babbit 
in consideration of his troubles, infirmities, and old age. It 
is matter of regret that his too often sanguine manner of 
communication, should be erroneously attributed to an 
undue excitement by ardent spirits, which we have reason to 
believe is the innocent but hurtful mistake of some well- 
meaning friends. But should one or two instances have oc- 
curred, in which it was made incontestible, that some degree 
of excitement by spiritous liquors has taken place, in a long 
life, worn down by many afflictions, we deem it improper 
and disingenuous, to set them down as tokens of a general 
character. 

Voted to accept this report of the Committee, and Br. 
Babbit withdrew his request. 

Received by contribution from the congregation ¢7 35 to 
defray the expense of publishing the proceedings of this’ 
meeting. 

Closed the labors of the session by prayer from Br. 
Moderator, and adjourned to meet at Danville, Vt. the first 
Wednesday and Thursday in October, 1825, 
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From the Gospel Advocate. 


MINUTES OF THE CAYUGA BRANCH OF THE WESTERN 
ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS, FORK THE YEAR 1824, 


ist. The Ministers and Delegates constituting the Cayuga 
Branch Association of Universalists, met according to pre- 
vious adjournment, at Sempronius, and organized the Council 
on Tuesday evening, October 5th, by appointing Br. J. Pot- 
ter, Moderator, and Brs. W. I. Reese and J. S. Flagler, 
Clerks. Order of public service in the evening ; introductory 
prayer, Br. J. Foster; sermon, Br. A. Green, from Luke ii. 
50, 31, 32; Br J. Potter, concluding prayer. 

2d. Opened the Council, on Wednesday morning, with 
solemn and fervent prayer to the throne of love, by Br. A. 
Green. 

3d. The letters from societies represented and in fellowship, 
were read, which exhibited an increase of the number of 
the faithful and true worshippers of the one God. 

4th. Received requests from three new societies, one of 
Waterloo, one of Caroline, and one of Fleming, for the 
fellowship of the Association, which, being duly represented, 
were received, 

5th. Appointed Brs. N. Stacy, J. Foster, and A. Green, a 
Committee, to receive applications for fellowship and ordina- 
tion, and report their decision to the Council. 

6th. Appointed a standing Clerk to keep a regular account 
of the proceedings, (embracing the rise and progress) of this 
Branch, at the expense of the Association. 

7th. Order of public service on Wednesday forenoon. Br. 
N. Stacy, introductory prayer; sermon by Br. W. I. Reese, 
from St. John xvii.9; Br. J. Foster, concluding prayer. 
Afternoon. Br. J. S. Flagler, introductory prayer, sermon 
by Br. J. Potter, text, Eph. iii. 14, 15; Br. W. I. Reese, 


concluding prayer. 
8th. Proceeded to read the New Constitution of the Western 


.Association, which being read in separate articles, was 


unanimously adopted. 
9th. Appointed Brs. Whitnel, Flagler, and Green, a 


Committee of discipline for the ensuing year. 

10th. After uniting with Br. Foster in solemn prayer, 
adjourned the Council to meet at 10 o'clock, on Thursday 
moruing: 

1ith. Order of public services on Wednesday evening. 
Br. W. I. Reese, introductory prayer, Br. J. S. Flagler, 
sermon, text, 1 Cor. xiii. 19, Br. J.Foster, concluding prayer. 
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12th. Thursday morning, resumed the business of the Caun- 
cil, after supplicating the divine direction, by Br. J. Potter. 

13th. The Committee appointed to consider the propriety 
of granting letters of fellewship, &c. having returned from 
their consultation, reported in favor of giving a letter of 
fellowship to Br. Winthrop Rowe. 

14th. Order of public service on Thursday forenoon: Br. 
Stacy, introductory prayer; Br. J. Foster, sermon; text, 2 
Cor. iv. 5. Br. W. 1. Reese, concluding prayer. Afternoon, 
Br. A. Green, introductory prayer; Br Stacy, sermon ; text, 
Gal. iii. 15, 16, and the usual addresses; Br. Flagler, conclu- 
ding prayer. 

15th. Voted, that the doings of this body be published in 
the Buffalo Gospel Advocate, with a request that they be 
transcribed by other editors of Universal periodical works. 

16th. Voted, that in future the doings of this body be pub- 
lished in a separate pamphlet, at the expense of the Societies 
of this Branch. 

17th. Voted, that the names of the town and county of each 
society represented at this session, together with the names 
of the delegates present. be inserted in the Minntes. 

18th. Appointed Br. W. L. Reese to prepare the Minutes ; 
and adjourned to meet at Nine-Mile-Creek, Marcellus, on the 
first Wednesday and Thursday of October, 1825. 

JOB POTTER, Moderator. 
Wm. I. Reese. 


J.S. FLAGLER, — 


Delegates present. 


A. Bartle, E. Loomis. Waterloo ; E. Woodworth, W. Hooper, 
Sempronius ; A. Simonds, T. Fisk, Scipio; J. C. Evers, J. 
Dodge, Dryden ; J. G. Paul, S. Gregory, E. Hammond, Flem- 
ing; W. S. Smith. J. White. Caroline; M. H. Sherman, W. 
Ingol, Locke; S. Curtis, Marcellus; H. H. Orton, J. Clift, 
Onondaga ; Rey. A. Green, Virgil. 


TWO CLASSES OF PEOPLE, RIGHTEOUS AND WICKED, JUST 
AND ungusr, &c. 

That the scriptures constantly speak of two characters, 
the righteous and wicked, is true, and our own experi- 
ence confirms it. But the same book assures us that 
this division will end. When, as Davidesays, all the 
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ends shall remember and turn unto the Lord, and all 
the kindred of the nations sha!l worship before him ; 
when, as God has sworn, every knee shall bow,and every 
tongue confess, saying, In the Lord have I righteousness 
and strength; when all shall know God from the 
least to the greatest, (and Christ says to know him is 
life eternal) the whole family of Adam will be right- 
eous. 

The 18 and 19 y. of the 5th chapter of Romans, are 
sufficient to silence all cavils on this head. Therefore 
as by the offence of one, judgement came upon all men 
unto condemnation, even so by the righteousness of 
one, the free gift came upon all men unto justification of 
life. For since by one man’s disobedience many were 
made sinners, even so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous. Many being the same as all 
men. J.J. 


SUBJECTS FOR CANDID REFLECTION, 

If God has done all that he can do and will do for 
our salvation, and it is left tor the creature to do the 
rest, why should we pray him to convert sinners? for 
he can do nothing more for them, than what he has 
done. 

The scriptures inform us that all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God. If man has come 
short of the glory of God by sin, will God be glorified 
in his endless sin and misery? Will the same thing 
promote God’s glory wherein men came short of it? 

Of what use will the punishment of the wicked be, 
if it is not designed for their reformation ? The sinner 
(it appears) sinned before he was punished, he is pun- 
ished because he sinned, and will be punished to all 
eternity, and therefore must still sinas long. Thus 
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fie is continued in the very sin he is punished for !! 
O the absurdity, the blasphemy of the idea. The more 
Lliook at it, the more I see the absurdity of it, all the 
obstinate stress laid on the word everlasting prefixed to 
punishment, in Mat. xxv. 46, notwithstanding. The 
idea is in effect this, God will punish the transgression 
of his law by the endless continuance of it. J. J. 








From the Utica Western Recorder. 
VERMONT LEGISLATURE. 


The Legislature of Vermont, to their everlasting dis- 
grace, have appointed a Universalist for their chaplain. 
That the illiterate and light-minded should be so far 
led away by seducers as to disbelieve the solemn sanc- 
tions of the great Jehovah, even with the book of God 
in their hands, is a circumstance not to be wondered at, 
when we consider the power which the prince of dark- 
ness has over the inhabitants ef this ruined world ; but, 
that a grave Legislative body, the Representatives of an 
enlightened and free people, should set their seal to such 
a heresy—a heresy, which, if widely extended, would 
infallibly subvert the foundations of government, and 
introduce the reign of anarchy—is more, much more 
than we ever expected to see in this enlightened age. 
We care not to inquire what motives led to such a step ; 
there is no apology for it; there is not a single circum- 
stance which can have the least tendency to wipe of 
the disgrace. 





REMARKS. 

We are indebted to the Herald of Salvation, publish- 
ed at Watertown, for the piece that contains the above 
severe lashing. Br. Morse, the Editor of the Herald, has 
accompanied it with a number of very prompt and. per- 
tinent remarks ; but they are too lengthy te be trans- 


eribed in the present number of the Repository. We 
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would not, however, omit to notice that he says, “It 
must be observed, that the Western Recorder is publish- 
ed under the patronage, and for the benefit of the Wes- 
tern Education Society and Auburn Theological Sem- 
inary.”” We are not aware that such pieces as the above 
need any very labored criticisms from an editor in Ver- 
mont. We publish it that our brethren may know what 
is goingon abroad as well as athome. “Seest thou a man 
that is wise in his own conceit? there is more hope of 
a fool than of him.” Prov. xxvi. 12. “Blessed are ye 
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake.” 
—Jesus Curist. Matt. v. 11. 
ES 
BR. BARTLETT’S SECOND LETTER TO DEACON HEATH. 
Hartland, Jan. 25, 1825. 
Dear Sir, 

In commencing my letter to you, I would offer 
an apology for not answering your second letter sooner. 
The sermon which you sent me, and which you said 
contained my sentiments, dDeing lent, passed from one 
to another through the town, so it was with much diffi- 
culty that I obtaiped it. I little thought, when I lent it, I 
should ever have occasion to see it again. But as you 
continue to write to me on the subject of my preaching 
at Warner, and also of a conversation which 1 once 
held with you at your house, in which you discover, as 
I consider, no small degree of vanity, I have thought 
best to obtain the sermon again, to see whether it 
contained my sentiments, according to your charges, 
or not. I have, therefore, the second time examined it 
carefully, and find that it contains not my method of 
preaching.” On page Sd, the doctor of the sect says, 
“Qur wishes prove this doctrine (Universal Salvation) 
true.”? This is a method of preving Universalism that 
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I presume no one would adopt except a Calvinist. No 
person ever heard me preach the salvation of all men 
as truth, on the ground of our wishing it so. We have 
a more sure word of prophecy, the word of God, the 
promises of the Almighty, given to the Patriarchs,form a 
proof in favor of it, that all the Cal vinistic clergy in the 
world cannot invalidate. On page 4th, it appears that the 
double faced hypocrite blundered into one truth ; he 
says, “the goodness of God proves the doctrine true.” 
For this expression I am willing to give credit. 1 be- 
lieve it is true that the infinite geodness of God is not 
reconcileable with the endless misery of any of his crea- 
tures ; altho Dr. Strong and some others have attempt- 
ed to reconcile them. On page Sth, the doctor of the 
sect, speaking of the antediluvians, says, “they were 
swept to heaven by the besom of destruction.” No 
person ever heard me preach in this manner. I never 
held that death saved any of the human family. [have 
ever believed and preached that Jesus Christ is the only 
name given under heaven or among men, whereby we 
can be saved. Of this truth, if you wish for proof, I 
have thousands and thousands of living witnesses, and 
some of this great number, sir, are your very neighbors. 
On page 6th, the doctor says, “Judas Iscariot swung to 
heaven on his own halter.”? ‘This ts, sir, what you never 
heard me preach, nor any other man. I believe in the 
salvation of Judas as firmly as I do in the salvation of 
Paul, but 1 do not believe nor preach that his halter 
saved him. 1 might proceed to notice a number of other 
sentences in this Calvinistic spawn, if it were necessa- 
ry, which are equally absurd, as those are which I have 
noticed. But I shall not spend my time about it. The 
whole book, sir, is nothing but a Calvinistic blackguard, 
unworthy of the notice of any Christian whatever. 
When the Universalists write such a contemptible piece 
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against the Calvinists, and sign it off Orthodoxy, orf 
some other significant }ame, and I send it to you, and 
Say it contains your sentiment, I will not blame you for 
saying that | palm on you “paltry trash.”” What more 
{ have to write, will be directed to you, sir. You say 
you have conversed with me, and you have also heard 
me preach, (which I do not deny,) and that the senti- 
ment which yeu have learned of me is in harmony with 
the sermon which I have briefly reviewed. Now, sir, 
to use your own language, | ask you “to pause and re- 
flect, and consider whether you have acted the part of 
a candid Christian,” in your communications te me. You 
never heard me preach hke that sermon, you never 
heard me converse like it. If you have, you are at lib- 
erty to prove it, which I shall esteem much better than 
your mere assertion without proof. In the conclusion 
of your last letter, you say, “how often has it occurred 
that the poor sinner has been alarmed at the threaten- 
ings of God’s word, and begun to inquire what he must 
do to be saved ;—at this very time you have preached 
to him universal salvation ; you will certainly be saved ; 
search the Scriptures and see the promises ; they are 
all for you. Thus he is lulled into security without 
repentance, and I soon hear him making a ridicule of 
divine things, violating the sabbath and apparently neg- 
lecting religion altogether.” Dear sir, it is for the want 
of better information that you write in this manner to 
me, and I can say to you as our Lord did tohis cruel 
murderers, “Father, forgive you, for you know not what 
-ou do.” If you can name the individual who has been 
thus lulled into carnal security by my preaching, please 
to do it, and you will confer a favor, and preve your 
own word better than | at present believe it. What 
you say about the “finally impenitent” in your first 
letter, I leave, waiting for you to prove that there are 
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some characters of that description before we contend 
about their endless situation. | 

If, sir, you wish for a friendly correspondence on the 
subject of Christianity, I am ready to write, and exer- 
cise my feeble talents in defence of universal hoiiness 
and happiness. Altho you boast of having obtained the 
victory over me in our extemporaneous diseourse, (of 
which, however, f am insensible,) if you choose to write, 
I will reply, and the public may be the judges of the 
arguments given. Before I conclude this letter, | would 
observe that I entertain no feelings towards you but 
those of the purest friendship. 1 view you as one of 
the redeemed of that Lord, “who gave himseif a ransom 
for all, to be testified in due time,” and I sincerely pray 
that you may have clearer conceptions of his character 
and doctrine. Finally, may you and I live so faithfully 
that the true light may reflect from our example, and 
give proof to this benighted world, that we love the 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth. 

So l remain your most affectionate 
friend and Brother in Christ, 
Dea. Davin Hearn. ROBERT BARTLETT. 








MISCFELLANEOUS. 

The Ministerial Conterence of the Woodstock Bap- 
tist Asssociation, being met in Rockingham, on the 12th 
January instant, receiving evidence that the moral con- 
duct of Elder Ruel Lothrop has, for a considerable time 
past, been such as is inconsistent with the character of 
a minister of Christ, particularly, that he is addicted to 
the sin of intemperance, and has repeatedly abused his 
wife, do hereby announce to the churches of their de- 
nomination, that they are of opinion that he ought not 
to be received, nur countenanced in any wise as a min- 
ister of the gospel. Yeoman. 
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'f Tue Gazetteer, edited by Br. Abner Kneeland, has 

Ti come to the close of the first volume, and is discontinued. 
p—-—____ _ 4 

i The next number concludes the 5th volume of the 


Christian Repository, after which the work will continue 
to be published by Br. Robert Bartlett. The Editor 
flatters himself that the Christian Repository now sus- 
tains all the good credit that it ever possessed, and has 
rather increased in the public estimation. It is hoped, a 
by the faithful and unremitting labors of its new Editor, 
under the propiticus smiles of divine Providence, it will 
prove equally, if not more useful to the public, and re- 
ceive an increased patronage. According to our for- 
mer practice, we shall take it for granted, that those of 











z our subscribers who express no wish to the contrary, 
will continue to be subscribers for the next volume. 
"4 Those who wish to discontinue, we hope will give no- : 
nf tice previous to the first of May, and likewise remem- 
ia ber the present Editor’s dues. 
: We have received a very candid and ingenuous piece 4 
f from an opposer, signed Ithamar Smith, which was de- . 
| signed for the present number; but by a failure in the f 
conveyance to the printer, it is out of our hands. We : 
: are not, however, without hopes of recovering it, and 
some other pieces lost in the sane mauner, for the next . 
number. i 
= 
OBITUARY. 
4 Died. In Reading, Jan. 10, by suicide, Mr StrpMAN WYMAN, in 
; the 23d year of his age. A sermon was delivered on the occa- 


sion, by the Editor of this work, from Isaiah xxxviti. 10, 11. 


Wert thou, young man, thus weary of thy life— 

i So weary, then, to bear its cares and strife,— 

; That in a cloud thy sun must set at noon; 

A. And, from thy kindred, thou shouldst flee so soon? 
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Yes, such appears thy sad misfortune here, 

To thee were disappointments too severe. 
Alas! and couldst thou not for succor call 

On Him who is the Father of us al] ? 

Hadst thou no share in his wide field below ? 
Wo friend, no hope, no solace didst thou know ? 
Silent, his voice yet whispers in our ears, 

A dole more ancient than two thousand y ears, 
This pensive cry: “Il, man, will see no more— 
1 fly the bounds of this terrestrial shore ;” 

Then did his hands the dark’ning veil bespread, 
Which shuts the living from the num’rous dead. 
Within that veil no mortal eye can look, 

The written page is in a sealed book ; 

The living, then, should never judge the dead, 
Tie judgement’s his who is our LIVING HEAD. 

In this town, (Portland, Me.) Mrs. Cuanivpa SrReerer, 
consort of the Editor of the Christian Infelligencer, after a dis- 
tressing illness of 46 days, aged 30 years. 5 months and 17 days. 
During the whole of her illness, Mrs. S retained the full exercise 
of her mental powers, and manifested the most untirin g patience, 
unshaken fortitude, aad consistent resignation. As often as 
inquired of, she was able to express her confidence in the wisdom, 
benevolence and perfection of the divine administration. To her 
apprehensions, Death was wholly disarmed of his terrors. Tho 
one of the most tender and faithful mothers, she resigued two 
daughters and four sons into the hands of a merciful and ail-per- 
vading Providence, without reluctance, er evet anxious concern. 
Tenderly beloved as she was, by her relations and intimate ‘riends, 
and highly esteemed by a numerous circle of acquaintances, no Ja- 
bored portraiture of character is necessary to perpetuate the 
remembrance of her amiableness, her virtues, and her worth. 
She “being dead, yet speaketh.” 

The following expressions of heartfelt esteem and affection, is 
presented as the contemplated Inscription to her memory. 

‘*Farewell, fond heart, till that momentous hour, 

When the imprison’d soul shal! burst away, 

And meet thee in some sweet celestial how’r, 

Enwrapt in splendor of eterna! day.” Chr. Int, 
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POETRY. 
For the Christian Repository. 
Come now, my friends, with care attend 
To the instruction of a friend ; 
His words are left on long record, 
How we may imitate the Lord. 
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In ancient times they used to say, 
Before the light of gospel day, © 

To love our neighbor, well we might, 
és But hate our enemies was right. 


But now we find he doth declare, 
Our enemies, our love must share, 


For them our hearts and souls should pray, 
If we would imitate his way. 


If friends alone do share our love, 
What more than others do we prove ? 

j For wicked men their favcrs give 
To those from whom they do receive. 











If like our Father we would be i" 
Ir perfect love.—from hatred free ; 
: We must be merciful and kind 
‘ To ali the wicked men we find : 
re For he doth make his sun to rise 
bod Upon the foolish and the wise ; 
be He sends his rain and wets the ground . 
' Of good and bad,—no odds is found. A. A. Jr. 
; INFERENCES FROM THE ABOVE. 
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*Tis love that reigns where’er there’s grace ; 
’Tis love that makes a heav’nly plaee; 
Predominant this love must reign, 


For ever through the heavenly plain. 


If, then, this love should fill our hearts, 

In heaven where ev’ry grate imparts, | 
Can we be happy there to see 
Those whom we love in misery ? | 





Now by this inf’rence we do know, 
All must be sav’d from sin and woe; 
Or else the whole, in a degree, 
Must bear a part of misery. 


| And now, my friends, you have my mind, 


on — 


I wish to me you'd be so kind, 
That if I’m wrong, you'd show me where, i 
Or join with me and truth deciare. 


| For I instruction wi!! receive 

; From a!l who will instruction give; 
Or | will join with all that will, 
And teslify God’s goodness still, 
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